Early experience with cyclosporine: a historic perspective.
Cyclosporine, a new antilymphocyte peptide, was tested in heterotopic heart transplantation between two different strains of rats. Prolongation of rat heart allograft survival was observed in treated hosts as compared with untreated controls (P<.001). These pioneering studies in pedicle animal grafts proved that cyclosporine is an extremely potent immunosuppressive drug. Its ability to suppress allograft rejection episodes could be applied to other species of animals and to humans.